Ethological studies in the ant Tetramorium caespitum Mayr. II. Interspecific relationships.
The structure of relationships between the neighboring species of ants is characterized by great variability. What happens when particular individuals meet - depends upon considerable differences between individual behaviors of ants and a number of variable factors determining the actual emotional state of the workers. From these factors, it is the general structure of forces between the nests that changes slowest, and may be responsible for reaching temporary stabilization of the interspecific relationships. Invariable hierarchical structure between the species occurs very rarely: when there is an enormous supremacy of one of the species.